Turda Democracy Gatherings Overview
Tentative Program Dates: July 18-August 1st, 2009

PROGRAM OVERVIEW:

This is the third year since Turda Democracy Gatherings
has gone international. It was developed into an
international program following the delivery by Dr. Saad
Edin Ibrahim of the 2006 Ratiu Center for Democracy
annual democracy lecture, by creating a partnership
between the Romanian organization and the Ibn Khaldun
Center for Development Studies in Egypt. Originally
meant to develop Romanians' individual understanding of
: sl democracy, the camp was subsequently opened to

other Eastern and Central European and Arab candida tes between the ages of
18 and 24. In past years the camp was financially supported by the Open Society
Institute, Ford Foundation, and the Ratiu Family Foundation.

In previous years participants were exposed to the problems and adaptations of
Eastern European civil society during the transition from
Communist to democratic governance, as well as
contemporary challenges in post-transition societies. |
Previous participants were able to compare and g
contrast the experiences during &
the time of Eastern European B
transition, the current effects on g
local populations, and the skils
involved in advancing local &
democratic movements to
(dis)similar developments in the Arab world. The camp was a
guide for the students rather than a preacher, helping them
develop their individual understanding of the values and
behaviors of democracy while drawing on the experience of
their peers and evening guests.

Due to the great success of the 2007 and 2008
programs,the Ratiu Center for Democracy hopes to
continue developing among youth an understanding of the values and
behaviors of democracy. Beginning with 2009 our par  tner in organizing Turda
Democracy Gatherings is the John D. Gerhart Center for Philantropy and Civic
Engagement of the American University in Cairo.

While in Romania ,during the camp, topics
related to the search for greater democracy are
covered in numerous ways through lectures given
by internationally esteemed activists; workshops in
democracy related skills that will evolve into a final
project; volunteering on local projects; and evening
gatherings with locals of different professional sectors. Throughout the camp, there



are excursions to important natural and historical sites around the location of the
camp, as well as film screenings, discussion time, and free time to get to know each
other on a very personal level.

The lectures academically provoke students to reflect on democracy and

democratization with internationally esteemed activists and professors from both the

Arab World and Eastern/Central Europe. The prerequisite readings and assignments

will help students engage intellectually on a deeper level with the speakers. The Ratiu

Center and Ibn Khaldun Center hope to have Dr. Saad Eddin Ibrahim, the chairman of

the Ibn Khaldun Center and Dr. Barbara Ibrahim, director of the Gerhart Center, as
lecturers.

Last year, workshops were
given in journalism, advocacy, and social
advancement through education. Participants will “major”
in a democracy-related skill,  while producing a final
project. The purpose of the final project is to have an
implementable project or media piece that can be put

into action in their home  country, using the acquired skills from the workshops
along with the knowledge gained throughout their lectures,
volunteering, evening gatherings, and their free time with their peers.

Evening gatherings are especially significant, because they allow participants to
gain an understanding of democracy through contact with “regular” people from
different professional sectors, who experienced

transition to democracy in both a positive and

negative way. In the past topics have included:

entrepreneurs in the private sector, the role of civil

society, media ethics, young politicians, minority

rights, religion, and education. Students are also

encouraged to present their own activities at home.

Volunteering activities will be determined in
cooperation with the lon Ratiu Volunteers Center (www.voluntariat-ionratiu.org).
Participants will be asked to team up with local volunteers in their activities.

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS:
A maximum of 30 students between the ages of 18 and 24, which includes
university students and recent graduates from Eastern and Central Europe
and the Arab World based on their application materials, will be welcomed to

the camp.
even if not selected you can still participate in t he discussions part of the
pre -program, prepare your application for the next edition, and get in

touch with former participants;

We are interested in 5 students from outside of the region of focus, who have
a verified academic interest in Southeast Europe or the Arab World/Middle
East. We ask you to send TWO letters of recommendation.



Interested students must have a basic to medium level of English
understanding, although students with language barriers in the past were able
to overcome them with the help of their peers. Keep in mind that workshops
and lectures are held in English.

Applications must be submitted in English.

Once accepted, students will be required to complete a set of readings for
preparation, as well as begin getting to know each other through the EEADYN
website.

Applications must be submitted on or before May 7th, 2009 at
applications@ratiudemocracycenter.org

COST: In previous years, organizers have secured grant funds which covered all
accommodation, board and activities. Funding was also offered for the travel of all
Arab students. We are seeking funding for Turda Democracy Gatherings 2009.
However, please feel free to ask about ways to fundraise or other financial
opportunities. All students are responsible for their own pocket money.

DEADLINE : MAY 7th, 2009

APPLICATION PACKAGE MUST INCLUDE :
Application Essay
CV or resume
Personal statement
Contact Information
2 Reference Letters

For more information about the organizations listed above:

Ratiu Family Foundation: http://www.ratiufamilyfoundation.com/
Ratiu Center for Democracy: www.ratiudemocracycenter.org
John D Gerhart Center for Philantropy and Civic Engagement:
http://www.aucegypt.edu/ResearchatAUC/rc/gerhartcenter/Pages/default.aspx,




